National
Connecting with Wetlands: How to Deliver Wetland Field Trips
Ducks Unlimited Canada
$40,000 Grant
This project was designed to help individuals explore wetlands in a structured way by providing them with the
skills, understanding and encouragement to lead their own wetland field trips. This project is expected to
enhance Ducks Unlimited Canada’s (DUC) efforts to connect youth and adult audiences with wetland
habitats and encourage them to support and undertake their own related conservation actions. The project
also provides background to train the students who lead wetland field trips as part of DUC’s Wetland Centres
of Excellence mentoring programs and to respond to the interest of volunteers who want to connect with
young people in their own communities.
COMMUNICATION AND EDUCATION


In-person and phone discussions were held with 30 educators/staff and 50 Wetlands Centres of
Excellence students who completed 4 days of mentored programs.



Developed interactive learning tool: videotaping and photography completed with 6 teachers, 100
students and 5 interpreters.



6 videos and more than 20 PDFs were produced.



An ad was created to promote the program.

Photo/Image Credits: Ducks Unlimited Canada.
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National
Understanding Bird Watchers'
Preferences and Priorities for
Wetlands Conservation, and Attitudes
About Waterfowl Hunting
University of Alberta
$15,000 Grant
Information gathered gave insight into bird watchers’
preferences for wetland conservation and their
attitudes about hunting, which will allow for the
creation of waterfowl and wetland conservation
strategies that resonate with hunters and bird
watchers alike. It will also give insight into waterfowl
population size, amount of habitat, and what level of
harvest is consistent with stakeholders’ preferences.
SCIENCE


13,730 Canadian eBird members were sent an
invitation to complete the survey.



4,022 individuals returned the completed
questionnaire.



Preliminary analysis of birdwatchers'
responses has been completed and
completion of non-response results is being
incorporated.

National Assessment of Waterfowl
Hunter Recruitment, Retention and
Reactivation (R3) Programs in
Canada
University of Alberta
$9,000 Grant
This assessment evaluated where R3 programs
are being offered, who is offering them, if there are
any gaps or overlaps in programs, and the best
way to deliver these programs. Through this
evaluation, Canadians can benefit from shared
learning and the coordination of activities.

Image credit: University of Alberta.

SCIENCE


Worked with the Canadian Wildlife Directors
Committee and Joint Venture and Flyaway
representatives to identify R3 programs and
program contacts.



An initial list of organizations involved was
compiled, and 28 individuals were contacted
and asked to participate in the survey and to
share it amongst other organizations offering
R3 programs.

Workshop locations. Image credit: University of Alberta.
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National
National Conservation Summit
Canadian Wildlife Federation
$25,000 Grant
The National Conservation Summit was created to be a unique meeting of conservation leaders and
innovators. The objectives of the program were to: 1) identify practical solutions and opportunities as part of
a ‘go forward’ strategy, including environmental, economic, and social dimensions; 2) build common ground
for conservation efforts among a very broad cross-section of Canadian society; 3) establish broad coalitions
of organizations to commit to develop and deliver specific solutions to key challenges to conservation in
Canada; and, 4) support follow-up action on key initiatives for the conservation of the full diversity of wildlife
and their habitats in the 21st Century.

Image credit: Canadian Wildlife Federation.

COMMUNICATION AND EDUCATION


The National Conservation Summit took place November 28-30, 2018.



240 emails were sent to eligible leaders and decision-makers.

CONSERVATION PLANNING


148 participants registered for the conference.



2 background research pieces were completed.



The results of a report about financing tools for conservation and a survey about the state of
partnerships for wildlife conservation were presented at the summit and made public.
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National
Recruiting Hunters and Promoting Hunters Across
Canada
Delta Waterfowl Foundation
$114,636 Grant
This project included a variety of efforts to recruit new waterfowl
hunters. Utilizing its facilities, partners and local chapters, Delta
Waterfowl hosted conservation camps/workshops during the summer
months to educate groups of prospective hunters and to give them
the tools needed to become a hunter.

COMMUNICATION AND EDUCATION

Image and photo credits: Delta Waterfowl
Foundation.



Hosted 9 summer hunter education camps in AB, MB, ON, and
PEI with 204 participants. These camps included hands-on
experience and a variety of wildlife, safety, and conservation
information.



Hosted 21 mentored hunts in 7 provinces with 205 new hunters
who learned about gun safety, shooting, where to go, duck and
goose hunting, calling, bird preparation and cooking.



A new mentor recognition program was created to complement
the creation of Delta's First Duck Pin for new hunters.



Survey work of hunter recruitment efforts and a special report
on the status of hunter numbers
was collected.

Did you know?
Hunters contribute $12
to conservation for every
dollar from non-hunters.
(Source: Delta Waterfowl
Foundation)

Pontiac, Québec hunt.

44

By increasing the number of new conservation-minded hunters,
contributions to habitat conservation will increase in the future.
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National
Canadian Wetlands Roundtable (CWR)
Canadian Federation of Agriculture
$15,000 Grant
The CWR is a partnership of environmental non-governmental
organizations, industry and governments focused on implementing
a National Wetlands Conservation Strategy for Canada through
collaborative policy development and communication activities for
effective wetland habitat conservation in Canada.
COMMUNICATION AND EDUCATION


Continued executing and supporting CWR strategic plan and
activities.



Development of a website and archive of all CWR materials
produced to date.



A follow up workshop on wetland inventory occurred to set
priorities based on previous workshops and to develop a path
forward to achieve results.

Image credit:
Canadian Federation of Agriculture.

Canada's MBCA Centennial: Celebrating Bird
Conservation in 2017
Nature Canada
$15,000 Grant
This project celebrated the centenary of the Migratory Bird Convention
Act (MBCA) and the 31th anniversary of the North American Waterfowl
Management Plan (NAWMP) on Canada’s 150th Anniversary.
COMMUNICATION AND EDUCATION
Coordinated International Migratory Bird Day in Canada.



Over 450 people attended bird banding and birds of prey
demonstrations, children's activities and bird walks in Ottawa,
activities which was held in conjunction with the Canadian
Biodiversity Institute.



Worked with 32 clubs in Québec to host these events, which
included invitations to waterfowl organizations and duck clubs.

The Honourable Catherine McKenna,
Minister of Environment and Climate Change.
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Photo credits: Nature Canada.
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